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Based on the ideas of Emile Durkheim, identify three functions of religion for society. In light of these functions, do you think that a decline in the importance of religion might threaten U.S. society? If so, how? Could the family and, perhaps, the school “take over” some of religion’s functions? Why or why not?
Importance of Religion
	The United States was established on the doctrine that God, not authority, is the origin of our basic and fundamental rights. America’s founders, such as the 56 Americans who signed the declaration of independence, clearly understood the principle foundation of the United States of America. According to Allen et al. (2012), America holds these truths for it to be self-evident, that all human beings are created equal, that all men are empowered by their Creator having certain rights that are beyond alienation, and that among these rights are liberty, life and seeking happiness. That in order for these rights to be secured, governments are established among Americans to regulation and policy enforcement. Therefore, during the founding era of America, it was believed that religion and mortality created a foundational basis on which both the form of government and American society rested on. This paper explores three functions of religion for society considering ideas of Emile Durkheim, reasons why a decline in importance of religion might threaten US society and how family together with school “takes over” some of religion’s functions.
Emile Durkheim’s work on religion argues that religion is the self-worship and celebration of human society. Given this perspective, Durkheim holds that religion has three critical functions in a societal setting. These functions include the provision of social cohesion, 
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which promotes social solidarity via shared beliefs and rituals. Another function of the religion is a social control which teaches religious-oriented norms and morals that enhance conformity as well as controlling the society (Slingerland & Sullivan, 2017). The third function of the religion proposed by Durkheim is that it gives purpose and meaning to answer any existing questions. 
In a review of Durkheim’s functions of the religion, as much as he deprives religion of essential factors that most believers perceive as important elements of the religion, religion is very real. As per the norms and beliefs of the founding fathers of America, religion is a demonstration of society itself, and no society survives without religion. Johnstone (2015) posits that religious beliefs are expressed in groups of which, according to Durkheim, forms the symbolic power bigger than anything else that is in existential. 
In light of the Durkheim’s functions of religion to the society, decline in the importance of religion might threaten the social setting in the significantly. According to Allen et al. (2012), societal norms are threatened because of the decline in religion in the US will erode America's foundation. Erosion of religious values will affect society since there will be no values that demonstrate collective consciousness, which is the combination of all of America's consciousness. 

The family and the school can take over some of the religious functions because most families are more secular, and most of the public institutions have overlooked on the roles the religion play in society. Moreover, believers with strong beliefs that operate contrary to the thriving of the public policy find themselves on the wrong side of the government overload. Furthermore, the public education system has disguised the work of religion. When the 
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American public education system was started, it was built on the foundational basis to ascertain that education was not only limited to upper classes but to ensure that the fledgling nation could train its future generations how to maintain and prosper its economy (Campbell, 2012). Faith served as an integral part in these schools, and the attendees were staunch believers, although aligned to varied Christian traditions. 
However, today, that is not the case because the American children in schools encounter the growing reality that religion has no room for them to express their faith while at school. Additionally, schools, as well as other families, have no room for believers. There has been a growing case of school teachers as well as officials threatening the faith of the Christian students attending public schools through bullying them based on their religious beliefs. Campbell (2012) argues that the hostility and disapproval that Christian students pass through in public schools are nowadays treated as an epidemic. So, the widespread hostility that the religion is subjected to is threatening the functions of the religion and automatically assuming the role of the church. 

The emergence of the internet has provided unprecedented access to data concerning American institutions and families, more often disclosing their darker side of life. The more Americans read about institutions and society, the more they see scandals and hypocrisy (Hunt, 2017). And that is how the society and many institutions ranging from government to schools are living below the norms of the foundational basis of America. Some families also have low confidence in religion as a result of exuberant scandals that have been linked to various religions. Such scandals promote cynicism among most society members irrespective of their religious inclination. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]In summation, having explored three major functions of religion for society considering ideas of Emile Durkheim, it is clear that the many scandals and erosion of confidence in the church is the reason families and schools have overlooked and overtaken role of religion. Again, looking at the reasons why a decline in importance of religion might threaten US society and how family together with school “take over” some of religion’s functions, it is true that problems have adversely threatened the norms and beliefs of the United States society. 
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